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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To retrieve information of 
the world wide vwb(WWW) or the like on an internet with 
a simple device or a simple operation by designating an 
information address such as an URL address consisting 
of characters, numerals or symt>ol strings through the 
entry of a short numeral string. 

SOLUTION; The incidence probability of characters* 
numerals or symbols incident in an information address 
is retrieved by a WWW retrieval robot method or the like 
and an obtained incidence probability table 13 is 
stored. Based on the incidence probability table 13. an 
infonmation address being a character, numeral, symbol 
string is compression-coded into a numeral code by using 
a coding system such as Huffman coding or arithmetic 
coding. In the case of information retrieval, a numeral 
entry means 21 is used to enter a numeral code obtained 
through the conversion of the information address and an 
information address decoding means 16 uses the 
incidence probability table 13 to decode the code into 



the original information address so as to retrieve the 
information. 
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